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Florida community leader, Dexter is known for
achieving change through collaboration, part-
nerships, and relationships.

Since 2012, Dexter has served as the Direc-
tor for the Zebra Coalition, whose mission is to
foster hope, dignity, and self-respect in les-
bian, gay, bisexual, transgender and all youth
(LGBT+) community and to provide them an
opportunity to grow up in a safe, healthy and
supportive environment. In partnership with 24
different local social service and government
agencies, schools, colleges and universities,
and businesses, Dexter oversees the coali-
tion’s operations and strategic growth in order
to provide a full continuum of services and re-
sources to LGBT+ youth throughout Central
Florida. The Zebra Coalition is the only organi-
zation in Central Florida that assesses the
needs of and offers a full continuum of serv-
ices to LGBT+ youth.

Under Dexter’s direction, the Zebra Coalition
has strengthened its programming and re-
sources, opened Central Florida’s first drop-in
center dedicated to LGBT+ youth, and be-
came a national model for LGBT+ youth con-
tinuum of care. The coalition also received ac-
creditation and licensing under the Commis-
sion on Accreditation of Rehabilitation Facili-
ties (CARF) as well the Department of Chil-
dren and Families (DCF). Dexter also helped
the coalition obtain its first federal grants
through the White House and the Office of Na-
tional Drug Control Policy.

Through Dexter’s leadership, the Zebra Co-
alition, its staff members, volunteers, member
organizations, supporters and board members,
have come together to provide support and
hope to Central Florida’s LGBT+ youth.

| am happy to honor Dexter Foxworth, dur-
ing LGBT Pride Month, for his service to Cen-
tral Florida’s youth.

RECOGNIZING DR. CORA MARRETT

HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 30, 2014

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recognize
Dr. Cora Marrett's career of service to our
country—both in government and education.
Since 2011, Dr. Marrett has served as deputy
director of the National Science Foundation
(NSF), and | have had the pleasure of working
with her as chairman of the House Com-
merce-Justice-Science  Appropriations  sub-
committee. | recently learned that she will be
retiring next month after an exceptional career
in academia and with NSF.

Dr. Marrett has helped lead NSF as its act-
ing director, deputy director, acting deputy di-
rector and as the assistant director for Edu-
cation and Human Resources, where she led
efforts on STEM education research and out-
reach—a key priority for the CJS sub-
committee in recent years. | particularly appre-
ciate her leadership on efforts included in ap-
propriations bills at my request to better un-
derstand gaps in K-12 STEM education re-
search and to bolster American competitive-
ness in those fields.

Cora has a long history of service at NSF.
She previously served as the first assistant di-
rector for the Social, Behavioral and Economic
Sciences directorate from 1992-1996. During
that time she earned NSF’s “Distinguished

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

Service Award” for her leadership. She subse-
quently served as senior vice chancellor for
academic affairs and provost at the University
of Massachusetts-Amherst and later the senior
vice president for academic affairs for the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin system, as well as a pro-
fessor of sociology at the University of Wis-
consin-Madison.

Mr. Speaker, | want to thank Dr. Marrett for
her outstanding leadership and service at NSF
and wish her and her family all the best for
her upcoming retirement.

———
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Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to commemorate Mr. Garnett Kelly’s
90th birthday. Throughout his life, Garnett has
served his country and community with the ut-
most respect and integrity. Garnett is a vet-
eran of World War |l, a retired Missouri State
Representative, and a farmer.

Garnett Kelly nobly served his country in the
United States Navy between 1944 and 1946,
during World War Il. He then turned his focus
to farming and later to state politics where he
ran for Missouri’s 143rd District, and served
Douglas County from 1970-1984. While serv-
ing in the Missouri House of Representatives,
Garnett served on the House Committees on
Agriculture, Fees and Salaries, Appropriations,
and Education. After his tenure in the Missouri
House of Representatives, Garnett came back
to his farm in Douglas County. He has been
farming for over 65 years, running both dairy
and beef cattle and still puts up his own hay.

Garnett has been married to his wife Loretta
since 1945, and they have been blessed with
five children, twenty-three grandchildren, forty-
nine great-grandchildren, and two great-great-
grandchildren. It is my privilege to commemo-
rate Mr. Garnett Kelly’s 90th birthday, as well
as recognize his numerous achievements be-
fore the House of Representatives.
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Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor Mr. Ryan Cepregi for his
commendable and brave actions that saved
his friend’s life and earned him The Medal of
Merit from the Boy Scouts of America. Mr.
Cepregi has acted in a manner that shows
great concern for the well-being of others and
will contribute greatly to our community in the
future. We are proud to call Mr. Cepregi a
resident of Pennsylvania’s First Congressional
District.

Mr. Ryan Cepregi is only fourteen years of
age, but this past June he saved his friend’s
life. Ryan received a text message from his
friend stating that he had taken all of his de-
pression medication in an attempt to take his
own life. Ryan immediately contacted his
friend’s father and paramedics were able to
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save his life, partially as a result of Ryan’s im-
mediate and mature response. Ryan said, ‘I
was just being a friend. He has so many more
years to live his life, he is too young to die.”
Ryan put the skills he was taught as a Boy
Scout to use in order to save his friend’s life.
Ryan has been involved in the Boy Scouts of
America since he was a Tiger Cub at the age
of 7, and has been active in Troop 120 for
many years now. For his use of these skills,
Ryan is being awarded The Medal of Merit,
which is given to a youth member or adult
leader who has performed some outstanding
act of service of a rare or exceptional char-
acter that reflects an uncommon degree of
concern for the well-being of others.

It is a privilege to recognize a person whose
admirable actions have already impacted our
community greatly and will likely continue to
do so in the future. | ask you and my other
distinguished colleagues to join me in com-
mending Mr. Ryan Cepregi for his service and
dedication to Pennsylvania’s First Congres-
sional District.
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Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor Trina George, who is
a Director, Leader and Public Servant.

Trina George was appointed on June 29,
2009, by President Barack Obama to serve as
Mississippi’s Director of the U.S. Department
of Agriculture’s Rural Development. She has
made history by being the first woman ap-
pointed in this position for the State of Mis-
sissippi. In her new role, she is charged with
assisting residents of rural Mississippi with a
range of programs such as: Affordable Hous-
ing, Water Systems Upgrades, and Economic
Development Efforts. Rural development also
provides grant and loan assistance to local
governments and non-profit organizations for
fire and police protection as well as health
clinics, libraries and other facilities for public
use. She is an advocate for rural communities
throughout the state to assist with their
growth, development and sustainability.

Prior to this appointment, Mrs. George
served for 15 years as a Special Project Coor-
dinator for Congressman BENNIE THOMPSON
where she resolved community and constitu-
ency issues by thinking inside, outside and
around the box. Her hands-on experience in
the Congressional Office served as an ideal
prerequisite for her role in rural economic de-
velopment and community participation for the
State of Mississippi.

Mrs. George served on many civic organiza-
tions, including education and volunteer
groups. She is actively involved in the commu-
nity where she is: a Board Member for the
Heart of the South Girl Scouts Council, which
serves Northern Mississippi and Southern
Tennessee; and a Member of Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority, Inc, and Pl Alpha Alpha Honor
Society. She holds a Bachelor's Degree from
Mississippi Valley State University and a Mas-
ter's Degree from Mississippi State University.
She is currently a Ph.D. Candidate in Public
Policy and Administration at Walden Univer-
sity. Also, she holds a Professional Certificate
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